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STATEMENT OF PURPOSE 

 
The Parsippany-Troy Hills School District is committed to the development of English as a Second Language (ESL) within a 
sympathetic, non-threatening learning environment in which students are encouraged to participate in school and community activities 
without fear of censure.  The ESL curriculum and methodology emphasizes cognition of vernacular and formal language use, mastery 
of vocabulary themes, and acquisition of school content.  
 
English Language Learners vary a great deal in their levels of literacy in their original language (L1).  Preparedness in L1 will impact 
the pace of language acquisition in English (L2) for the students; our teachers therefore differentiate in their expectations, activities, 
and assessments as their students progress. 
 
A non-English speaking student’s attitude towards and motivation for learning English needs to be considered.  Such attitudes will be 
affected by feelings of apprehension, and isolation as a result of the immigration process.  The amount of parental involvement is 
another important factor in this process.  The student is encouraged to develop self-esteem and to maintain a sense of pride in his 
cultural identity. 
 
The mission of the English as a Second Language Program points towards an organized and cooperative effort to expedite second 
language acquisition.  At the same time it emphasizes the importance of acquiring academic language to function adequately in 
content areas.  
 
The State of New Jersey has joined the World Class Instructional Design and Assessment Consortium.  As a member of this 
organization, we are required to administer the Access test for ELLs each spring and align our curriculum with the WIDA (WORLD-
CLASS INSTRUCTIONAL DESIGN AND ASSESSMENT) Standards. The 2007 WIDA Standards are used to guide and align 
curriculum, instruction, and assessment for English language learners.  In addition, this course is aligned with the 2010 Common Core 
English Language Arts Standards for Reading Literature, Reading for Information, Speaking and Listening, Writing, and Reading in 
History and Social Studies and Science and Technical Subjects. 
 
Separately we assess students to gauge progress and inform instruction. Benchmark assessments for students in grades 6 through 
8 are administered once per quarter. 
 



 
 
 

GE NE R AL  GO ALS 
 
The five English language proficiency standards are identical for the classroom and large-scale state assessment frameworks. They 
reflect the social and academic dimensions of acquiring a second language that are expected of English language learners in grade 
levels K-12 attending schools in the United States. Each English language proficiency standard addresses a specific context for 
language acquisition (social and instructional settings as well as language arts, mathematics, science, and social studies) and is divided 
into four grade level clusters: K-2, 3-5, 6-8, and 9-12.  
Overall, the language proficiency standards center on the language needed and used by English language learners to succeed in school:  
 
Our goals are as follows: 

 
English Language learners will: 
 

• communicate in English for social and instructional purposes within the school setting.  
 

• communicate information, ideas, and concepts necessary for academic success in the content area of Language Arts.  
 

• communicate information, ideas, and concepts necessary for academic success in the content area of Mathematics.  
 

• communicate information, ideas, and concepts necessary for academic success in the content area of Science.  
 

• communicate information, ideas, and concepts necessary for academic success in the content area of Social Studies.  
 
 

 



Topics Aligned with WIDA Standards 
 

WIDA 1 
Multimedia  
School Life  
Social Interaction 
Test Taking Strategies/Comprehension Strategies 
Use of Information 
 

WIDA 2 
Biographies 
Literary Devices 
Multicultural Literature/Human Interest 
Mythology 
Poetry/Free Verse 
 

WIDA 3 
Metric & standard units of measurement 
 

WIDA 4 
Body and Health  
Climate Change/Temperature 

                  Foods/Nutrition                 
Natural Disasters 

                  Populations, Resources and Environment and Water Conservation 
Scientific Inventions or Discoveries 
Solar System 
 

 
 
 

 



Topics Aligned with WIDA Standards, continued 
 

 
 
WIDA 5 

America’s Story/Symbols of America 
Civil Rights 
Cultural Traditions 
Historical Documents/Civil War 
Maps 
Native Americans 
Slavery 
 

 
  



 
 

 
Potential topics 

 
1. Current events 
2. Conflict and Resolution 
3. Grammar 
4. Folktales 
5. Idioms 
6. Simile, Metaphor, and Personification 
7. Short stories 
8. Word Origins 
9. Editing/Revising 
10. Synonyms & Antonyms 
11. Scientific tools or instruments 
12. Cycles/processes 
13. Agriculture  
14. Countries & Continents 
15. Colonization 
16. Cultural perspectives & frames of reference 
17. Clothing 
18. Money 
19. Feelings/Points of view 
20. Story elements 
21. Fables 
22. Main ideas/Details 
23. Fact/Opinion 

 
 
*THE TOPICS WILL BE MODIFIED TO REFLECT THE INDIVIDUAL NEEDS OF OUR ELLS BASED ON PROFICIENCY 
AND NUMBER OF YEARS IN THE PROGRAM. 



Objectives/Proficiencies 
English as a Second Language Grades 6-8 

 
IN ACCORDANCE WITH DISTRICT POLICY AS MANDATED BY THE NEW JERSEY ADMINISTRATIVE CODE AND THE 
NEW JERSEY STUDENT LEARNING STANDARDS, THE FOLLOWING ARE PROFICIENCIES REQUIRED FOR THE 
SUCCESSFUL COMPLETION OF THE ABOVE NAMED COURSE. 
 
THE FOLLOWING ARE THE PROFICIENCIES REQUIRED FOR THE ABOVE NAMED COURSE: 
 
The students will: 
 
1. Make lists associated with school life from visuals and word/phrase banks (e.g., subjects, classes). 
2. Follow everyday conversations with teachers or other adults. 
3. React to discourse related to school life from indirect sources (e.g., loud speaker, DVDs). 
4. Suggest ideas for making changes to school life (e.g., rearranging schedules or adding clubs) using graphic organizers. 
5. Propose changes to school life and give reasons for choices (e.g., policies or procedures). 
6. Respond to and offer greetings, compliments, introductions or farewells with teachers or peers. 
7. Ask questions or exchange information with teachers or peers in L2. 
8. Initiate or engage in conversation with peers or in small groups. 
9. Initiate, respond to or clarify meaning of idiomatic expressions, slang or nuances in conversation with peers.  
10. Express or respond to humor or sarcasm in conversation. 
11. Locate words or phrases on socially-related topics (e.g., school dances, clubs) from visually supported information (e.g., on posters). 
12. Summarize information from various sources (e.g., TV or newspapers, internet) in paragraph form and share with a partner. 
13. Integrate information from multiple sources to produce posters, presentations, movies, skits. 
14. Answer WH-questions from pictures or cartoons related to biographies. 
15. State biographical information based on timelines. 
16. Sort relevant from irrelevant biographical information using illustrations and graphic organizers. 
17. Summarize points from outlines or graphic organizers or biographies. 
18. Project character roles using notes on grade-level biographies. 
19. Defend and justify stances or points of view in human interest stories. 
20. Identify influences on familiar people’s lives. 
21. Interpret impact of people’s lives on others or society using visuals and paragraph level text in small groups. 
22. Identify historical figures and events associated with the Civil War from photographs, maps, illustrations, video in small group. 
23. Describe historical figures and events associated with the Civil War from photographs, text, illustrations, video in small group. 
24. Summarize information from the text associated with the civil wars in small groups. 
25. Interpret effects of historical events on people’s lives during civil wars using text. 
26. Arrange information to create historical poem descriptive of an event associated with civil wars. 



 
PROFICIENCIES/OBJECTIVES (continued) 
 
27. Use reading strategies to demonstrate understanding of American cultural traditions/holidays (e.g., Halloween, Thanksgiving, 
Valentine’s Day). 
28. Offer information on temperature from charts to a partner. 
29. State differences in temperature over time based on information from charts or graphs to a partner. 
30. Compare differences in temperature based on information from charts or graphs with a partner. 
31. Summarize and present information on temperature changes from charts or graphs to a partner. 
32. Explain patterns of changes in temperature over time based on evidence from charts or graphs. 
33. Match oral commands with learning strategies represented visually and compare with a partner.  
34. Follow oral directions associated with learning strategies represented visually and compare with a partner. 
35. Use learning strategies according to oral directions. 
36. Practice using learning strategies described orally in a variety of familiar situations; verify with a partner. 
37. Apply learning strategies described orally to new situations. 
38. Identify illustrated rhyming words in recited excerpts of poems and check with a partner. 
39. Classify illustrations descriptive of recited excerpts as poetry or prose and check with a partner. 
40. Match main ideas in recited short poems or free verse with illustrations. 
41. Interpret main ideas or details in recited poems or free verse with illustration. 
42. Make inferences from main ideas and details of recited poetry or free verse. 
43. Identify and classify food into categories (e.g., dairy, meat). 
44. Classify foods from realia, magazines, or newspapers as nutritional or non-nutritional. 
45. Match idiomatic or slang expressions pertaining to life situations (e.g., “I’m going bananas!” “Two peas in a pod.”). 
46. Use general vocabulary associated with scientific inventions or discoveries (light, electricity, x-ray). 
47. Describe scientific inventions or discoveries based on illustrations (e.g., books, posters, Internet). 
48. Compare/contrast scientific inventions or discoveries described orally with visual support. 
49. Recognize and examine impact of scientific inventions or discoveries on current life. 
50. Answer choice or yes/no questions regarding visually supported information from multimedia. 
51. Restate or paraphrase visually supported information from multimedia. 
52. Present visually supported information from multimedia.  
53. Summarize or integrate visually supported information from multimedia. 
54. Give reviews of information from multimedia that include interpretations, critiques or self-reflections. 
 



 
PROFICIENCIES/OBJECTIVES (continued) 
 
55. Describe contributions of significant individuals or historical times in society using illustrations or photographs. 
56. Explain and evaluate contributions of significant individuals or historical times in politics or society. 
57. Compare/contrast features of periods in U.S. history based on paragraphs and timelines. 
58. Create and present depictions of conservation or ecology from models in partners. 
59. Brainstorm ideas about conservation or ecology that affect various environments and species based on illustrations in partners. 
60. Suggest ways to resolve issues related to conservation or ecology using visuals or graphic organizers in partners. 
61. Find solutions to conservation issues and protecting the environment presented in illustrated texts or websites. 
62. Research better or new ways to conserve or protect the environment. 
63. Answer questions that name basic parts of body systems depicted visually. 
64. Classify or give examples of parts of body systems depicted visually. 
65. Describe functions of systems or their parts using visual support. 
66. Discuss importance or usefulness of systems or their parts using visual support. 
67. Imagine how change affects systems or their parts. 
68. Chart information on natural disasters based on graphic support or pictures. 
69. Respond to yes/no, choice or WH-questions regarding natural disasters based on graphic support or pictures. 
70. Identify characteristics or conditions for natural disasters based on text and graphic support 
71. Compare types of natural disasters using multiple written sources, including websites and graphic support. 
72. Interpret impact of natural disasters on people and places. 
73. Identify or sort values noted on everyday products related to percent or decimals. 
74. Follow listed instructions that involve hands-on math using percent or decimals.  
75. Follow written instructions to determine when and how to apply math in real-life situations involving percent or decimal. 
76. Name tools and units of standard or metric measurement from labeled examples (e.g., ruler- inches or cm). 
77. Estimate standard or metric measurement from pictures.   
78. Describe real-life situations where measurement is needed from illustrated scenes. 
79. Discuss how measurement is used in real-life situations from illustrated scenes. 
80. Identify rights or responsibilities of people in the U.S using illustrations and labels or phrases. 
81. Select examples of rights or responsibilities of people in the U.S. using illustrations and written descriptions.  
82. Infer rights or responsibilities of people in U.S. from grade level text. 
83. Discuss civil or individual rights in U.S. and their personal impact using visual support. 
84. Critique civil or individual rights in U.S. giving pros and cons. 



 
PROFICIENCIES/OBJECTIVES (continued) 
 
85. Identify words and phrases related to different time frames following oral directions with visual support. 
86. Match oral phrases or sentences supported visually with different time frames. 
87. Identify use of literary devices related to different time frames in visually supported oral passages (e.g., flashback). 
88. Interpret use of literary devices related to different time frames from grade level text. 
89. Connect events with people in U.S. history using timelines, graphics or illustrations to develop background knowledge. 
90. Describe features or characteristics of major events or people in U.S. history depicted timelines, graphics or illustrations. 
91. Summarize significance of major events or people in U.S. history depicted in timelines, graphics or illustrations. 
92. Paraphrase reasons for major events or people’s actions in U.S. history depicted timelines, graphics or illustrations. 
93. Understand native inhabitants and immigration as a foundation for growth of USA . 
94. Describe features of U.S. or other governments as well as the characteristics of the culture using visuals or graphics.  
95. Compare/contrast features or functions of U.S. or other governments using graphic organizers. 
96. Summarize significance of major events or people in U.S. history depicted in timelines, graphics or illustrations. 
97. Identify words or phrases associated with mythology using visual support and word/phrase walls or banks. 
98. Answer WH –questions related to mythology using visual support and share with a peer. 
99. Sequence plots of myths and describe characters using visual supports and share with a peer. 
100. Summarize plots of myths using visual support and share with a peer. 
101. Identify cause and effect of events on characters and lessons taught via myths. 
102.  
103.  
104.  
105.  
106. Identify locations of land and water masses on maps based on oral statements and check with a partner. 
107. Sort locations on maps by land or water masses based on oral statements and check with a partner. 
108. Identify specific geographic locations on maps based on oral information and check with a partner. 
109. Compare/contrast locations on maps (e.g., cities in Northern Hemisphere) from oral and written descriptions and check with a partner. 
110. Evaluate locations on maps for different purposes from oral and written descriptions. 
111. Copy names of astronomical objects associated with solar system from labeled diagrams. 
112. Describe features of astronomical objects from labeled diagrams. 
113. Compare/contrast astronomical objects from diagrams or graphs. 
114. Evaluate potential usefulness of astronomical object. 



 
Grading Procedures 

 
Each of the five English language proficiency standards encompasses four language domains: listening, speaking, reading, and 
writing. The language domains reflect the modality of the communication that is further delineated by the language proficiency levels 
and their model performance indicators. The definitions of the language domains are as follows:  

 
Listening—process, understand, interpret, and evaluate spoken language in a variety of situations  
 
Speaking—engage in oral communication in a variety of situations for an array of purposes and audiences  
 
Reading—process, interpret and evaluate written language, symbols and text with understanding and fluency  
 
Writing—engage in written communication in a variety of forms for an array of purposes and audiences 

 
 
Grading will be done based on the accomplishments of the stated proficiencies.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Short-term assessments: Including but not limited to homework, class work including speaking and listening exercises, 
              quizzes, written work in student work-folder, journal entries    40% 
 
Long-term assessments: Projects, tests, essays resulting from the writing process, oral presentations  60% 
 
           
 
 
 
 



 
 

THE LIVING CURRICULUM 
 
 
Curriculum guides are designed to be working documents.  Teachers are encouraged to make notes in the margins.  Written comments can 
serve as the basis for future revisions.  In addition, the teachers and administrators are invited to discuss elements of the guides as 
implemented in the classroom and to work collaboratively to develop recommendations for curriculum reforms as needed. 
 
 

A FFI R M A TI VE  AC TI ON 
 
 
During the development of this course of study, particular attention was paid to material, which might discriminate on the basis of sex, 
race, religion, national origin, or creed.  Every effort has been made to uphold both the letter and spirit of affirmative action mandates as 
applied to the content, the texts and the instruction inherent in this course. 
 

M O DI FI C ATI ON S A N D A DA PT ATIO NS 

 
For guidelines on how to modify and adapt curricula to best meet the needs of all students, instructional staff should refer to 
the Curriculum Modifications and Adaptations included as an Appendix in this curriculum.  Instructional staff of students with 
Individualized Education Plans (IEPs) must adhere to the recommended modifications outlined in each individual plan.  
 
 
 



 
 
 

ENGLISH AS A SECOND LANGUAGE – GRADES 6-8 
PROFICIENCIES/OBJECTIVES STANDARDS SUGGESTED ACTIVITIES EVALUATION/ 

ASSESSMENT 
TEACHER 

NOTES 
SCHOOL LIFE 

The student will be able to:  Students will:   
1. make lists associated with 

school life from visuals and 
word/phrase banks (e.g., 
subjects, classes). 

 
2. follow everyday conversations 

with teachers or other adults  
 
3. react to discourse related to 

school life from indirect sources 
(e.g., loud speaker, DVDs). 

 
4. suggest ideas for making 

changes to school life (e.g., 
rearranging schedules or adding 
clubs) using graphic organizers. 

 
5. propose changes to school life 

and give reasons for choices 
(e.g., policies or procedures). 

 

WIDA 1 
RI. 6.4 
SL.7.2 
 
 
SL.6.1c 
 
 
W.6.1 
W.7.1 
 
 
W.6.1d 
W.7.1a 
 
 
 
WIDA 1 

• create a list of school 
activities, subjects, 
extracurricular activities 
using a graphic organizer. 

 
• question and answer 

session with club advisors 
or guidance counselors. 

 
• ask teacher clarification 

questions about 
announcements. 

 
• write a persuasive letter to 

the principal (e.g., one 
paragraph). 

 
• write a persuasive essay 

(five paragraph). 
 
 

Completed graphic 
organizer 
 
 
 
Student participation in 
discussion 
 
 
Teacher observation 
 
Q & A 
 
 Drafts and final copy 
 
 
 
  
Essay measured against 
teacher-assigned rubric 
 
 

Inside USA 
(White) pages 
58-67,  84-101, 
130-137 

 
 

 



ENGLISH AS A SECOND LANGUAGE – GRADES 6-8 
PROFICIENCIES/OBJECTIVES STANDARDS SUGGESTED ACTIVITIES EVALUATION/ 

ASSESSMENT 
TEACHER 

NOTES 
SOCIAL INTERACTION 

The student will be able to:  Students will:   
6. respond to and offer greetings, 

compliments, introductions or 
farewells with teachers or peers. 

 
7. ask questions or exchange 

information with teachers or 
peers in L2. 

 
8. initiate or engage in 

conversation with peers or in 
small groups. 

 
9. initiate, respond to or clarify 

meaning of idiomatic 
expressions, slang or nuances in 
conversation with peers.  

 
10. express or respond to humor or 

sarcasm in conversation. 
 
 
 
 

WIDA 1 
 
 
 
SL.6.1c 
SL.7.1c 
 
 
 
 
SL.6.1 
SL.7.1 
SL.8.1 
 
 
 
 
SL.6.6 
SL.7.6 
SL.8.6 

• complete a scavenger hunt 
within the school building 
(i.e. nurse’s office, main 
office, library). 

 
• prepare for scavenger hunt 

by role play in pairs. 
 

• compose an e-mail to a 
teacher asking for 
clarification on a 
homework assignment. 

 
• with a partner, define 

idioms and casual slang  
 

• show comprehension of 
humor and conversational 
nuance over time 

 

Completion of 
scavenger hunt sheet 
with teacher signatures 
 
 
Teacher observation 
 
 
Printed out e-mail and 
response 
 
 
 
 
Quiz (matching terms)  
 
 
Teacher observation 
 
 

Scavenger hunt 
sheet 

 
Inside USA 
(White) pages 
17-30 
 
Inside (Purple) 
pages 2-9,  30-
33 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 



ENGLISH AS A SECOND LANGUAGE – GRADES 6-8 
PROFICIENCIES/OBJECTIVES STANDARDS SUGGESTED ACTIVITIES EVALUATION/ 

ASSESSMENT 
TEACHER 

NOTES 
USE OF INFORMATION 

The student will be able to:  Students will:   
11. locate words or phrases on 

socially-related topics (e.g., 
school dances, clubs) from 
visually supported information 
(e.g., on posters). 

 
12. summarize information from 

various sources (e.g., TV or 
newspapers, internet) in 
paragraph form and share with a 
partner. 

 
13. integrate information from 

multiple sources to produce 
posters, presentations, movies, 
skits. 

 
 

WIDA 1-2 
WIDA 5 
 
SL.6.2 
 
 
SL.6.2 
 
 
 
 
 
RI.7.7 
 

• present to the class 
information gathered from 
posters, summarizing the 
most important 
information (on a chart, 
graphic organizer etc.) 

 
• fill in missing information 

about school activities on 
a chart/graphic organizer 

 
 

• produce a biographical 
brochure on an important 
leader, contemporary 
figure from their native 
countries 

• create a PowerPoint® 
presentation or Imovie® 

Question/answer session 
after pair/share about 
chart/presentation 
 
 
Student self reflection 
 
Teacher observation 
 
Oral presentation rubric 
 
 
Completed brochure 
 
 
 
 
PowerPoint®, Imovie® 
rubric 
 
 

 
Inside USA 
(White) 
pages 112-
117 

 
Inside 
(Orange) 
pages 36-43 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



ENGLISH AS A SECOND LANGUAGE – GRADES 6-8 
PROFICIENCIES/OBJECTIVES STANDARDS SUGGESTED ACTIVITIES EVALUATION/ 

ASSESSMENT 
TEACHER 

NOTES 
BIOGRAPHIES 

The student will be able to:  Students will:   
14. answer Wh- questions from 

pictures or cartoons related to 
biographies. 

 
15. state biographical information 

based on timelines. 
 
16. sort relevant from irrelevant 

biographical information using 
illustrations and graphic 
organizers. 

 
17. summarize points from outlines 

or graphic organizers or 
biographies. 

 
18. project character roles using 

notes on grade-level 
biographies. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WIDA 1, 2, 4, 5 
 
 
 
RI.6.1 
 
 
RI.6.7 
 
 
 
 
RI.6.2 
RI.7.2 
RI.8.2 
 
 
RI.6.10 
RI.7.1 
 
 
W.6.1 
W.7.1 
 
 
 
 

• create a timeline of the 
subject’s life and compare 
it to historical events that 
occurred during the same 
time period. 

 
• answer open-ended 

question supporting the 
statement: Ben Franklin 
was a scientific thinker. 

 
• identify ten conflicts in a 

novel project: create a road 
map with turns at each 
conflict (one paragraph 
stating conflict, type of 
conflict, character feelings, 
and resolution to conflict). 

 
• write a persuasive essay 

on why Ben Franklin 
should be chosen 
Philadelphia Man of the 
Year (e.g., Helen Keller, 
George W. Carver). 

 
 

Timeline 
 
 
 
Class discussion 
 
Written drafts 
 
 
 
Selection tests from 
Inside series 
 
Novel Project rubric 
 
Student journals from 
leveled readers 
 
 
 
Persuasive essay rubric 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Inside (Green) 
pages 517-537 
Inside (Orange) 
pages 237-241 
 
The Story of 
Benjamin 
Franklin by 
Margaret 
Davidson 
 
The Story of 
George 
Washington 
Carver by Eva 
Moore 
 
The Biography 
of Helen Keller 
by Margaret 
Davidson 
 
Leveled 
biographical 
readers from 
Inside series 
 
 
 
 



 
 

ENGLISH AS A SECOND LANGUAGE – GRADES 6-8 
PROFICIENCIES/OBJECTIVES STANDARDS SUGGESTED 

ACTIVITIES 
EVALUATION/ 
ASSESSMENT 

TEACHER 
NOTE 

The student will be able to:  Students will:   
18. (continued) WIDA 1- 2 

WIDA 4-5 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
8.1.8.A.3 
 
 
 
 
 

• interpret proverbs 
found in Ben Franklin 
Book in writing  

 
• locate places George 

W. Carver and Helen 
Keller lived on a U.S. 
map 

 
• explore Helen Keller 

museum website and 
created PowerPoint 
presentation 

 
 

Class discussion 
 
 
 
Completed U.S. map of 
locations where H. Keller 
and G. Carver lived 
 
 
 
Visual presentation with 
student commentary 

Teacher 
modeling 

 
 



ENGLISH AS A SECOND LANGUAGE – GRADES 6-8 
PROFICIENCIES/OBJECTIVES STANDARDS SUGGESTED ACTIVITIES EVALUATION/ 

ASSESSMENT 
TEACHER 

NOTES 
MULTICULTURAL LITERATURE/HUMAN INTEREST 

The student will be able to:  Students will:   
19. defend and justify stances or 

points of view in human interest 
stories. 

 
20. identify influences on familiar 

people’s lives. 
 
21. interpret impact of people’s 

lives on others or society using 
visuals and paragraph level text 
in small groups. 

 
 
 
 
 

WIDA 2, 4, 5 
 
 
 
RI.6.4 
RI.7.4 
RI.8.4 
 
RI.7.3 
RI.7.8 
 
 
 
8.1.8.A.5 
 
 
 
RI.8.10 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• prepare a debate on 
pros/cons on U.S. 
bombing of Hiroshima 

• make paper cranes and 
send them to Hiroshima, 
Japan 

• write a letter to people of 
Hiroshima 

• complete web quest 
answering questions on 
effects of atom bomb (e.g., 
radiation, social structure, 
economy) 

• examine and give 
examples of how the 
bombing contributed  to 
the end of World War II. 

 

Debate rubric 
 
 
 
Paper cranes mobiles 
 
Letter rubric 
 
 
Student exit passes 
 
Selection tests from 
Inside series 
 
 
Student journal from 
leveled reader 
 
Cause/effect charts 

Sadako and the 
Thousand 
Paper Cranes 
by Eleanor 
Coerr 
 
Sadako Video 
 
Inside (Blue) 
pages 545-
558 

 



ENGLISH AS A SECOND LANGUAGE – GRADES 6-8 
PROFICIENCIES/OBJECTIVES STANDARDS SUGGESTED 

ACTIVITIES 
EVALUATION/ 
ASSESSMENT 

TEACHER 
NOTES 

HISTORICAL DOCUMENTS/CIVIL WAR 
The student will be able to:  Students will:   
22. identify historical figures and 

events associated with the civil 
war from photographs, maps, 
illustrations, video in small 
group. 

 
23. describe historical figures and 

events associated with the Civil 
War from photographs, text, 
illustrations, video in small 
group. 

 
24. summarize information from the 

text associated with the civil 
wars  in small groups. 

 
25. interpret effects of historical 

events on people’s lives during 
civil wars using text. 

 
26. arrange information to create 

historical poem descriptive of 
an event associated with civil 
wars. 

 
 

WIDA 2, 5 
 
 
 
 
 
RI.7.7 
 
 
 
 
 
RI.7.2 
 
 
 
RI.6.1 
RI.7.1 
RI.8.1 
 
 
WHST.6-8.4 

• read aloud the text and 
discuss unfamiliar 
vocabulary. 

 
• view video “Just a few 

words, Mr. Lincoln”. 
 
• locate and show site of 

battle on a map. 
 
• read “A Historic Address”. 
 
• highlight eight phrases (2-

5 words) from the 
Gettysburg address. 

 
• record empathetic and 

emotional responses to 
readings 

 
 
 
• create a pantoum based on 

“The Gettysburg 
Address”. 

 

Logs of new vocabulary 
words 
 
 
 
Selection tests from 
Inside series 
 
Student map skills 
 
Teacher observation 
 
 
Student selections 
 
 
 
Journal entries (“If I 
were in a civil war, …)  
 
 
 
Pantoum Rubric 
 

Gettysburg 
Address 
 
Just a Few 
Words, Mr. 
Lincoln by 
 
Discovery Ed  
Video “Just a 
Few Words, Mr. 
Lincoln”  
copyright 
1999 Weston 
Woods Studios, 
Inc 
 
Pantoum 
template 
 
“A Historic 
Address” 
Cobblestone, 
October, 2008 
 
Inside (Red) 
pages 349-
373 
 
Inside 
(Green) 
pages 500-
509 



 
ENGLISH AS A SECOND LANGUAGE – GRADES 6-8 

PROFICIENCIES/OBJECTIVES STANDARDS SUGGESTED ACTIVITIES EVALUATION/ 
ASSESSMENT 

TEACHER 
NOTES 

CULTURAL TRADITIONS 
The student will be able to:  Students will:   
27. use reading strategies to 

demonstrate understanding of 
American cultural 
traditions/holidays (e.g. 
Thanksgiving ). 
 

28. Understand what happens when 
cultures cross paths; discover 
how the blending of cultures 
can affect the way people live. 

 
29. Discover why people leave their 

homes to begin in a new country 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WIDA 1, 2, 5 
 
 
 
8.1.8.A.3 
 
 
RI.6 
RI.7 
RI.8 
 
 
WHST.6-8.4 
 
 
 
 
8.1.8.A.5 

• compare/contrast American 
holiday and a holiday from 
their native country. 

 
• utilize think-aloud activity 

to comprehend a short 
story. 

 
• use Scholastic.com website. 
 
• write about a change they 

have made in their life. 
How are they different now 
from before?  How are the 
places and people from 
their country of origin 
different from those they 
know here and now?   

 
 
 
 
 

PowerPoint® 
presentation rubric 
 
 
Short story rubric  
 
 
 
Student exit cards 
listing new learning 
 
Journal entries 
 
Polished written pieces 

United 
Streaming 
Videos 
The First 
Thanksgiving  
 
“Saints and 
Strangers on a 
ship of Hope” 
from 
Highlights 
Magazine 
(November 
1989) 
 
Inside 
(Green) 
pages 393-
405 
 
Inside 
(Green) 
Pages 200-
223  
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

ENGLISH AS A SECOND LANGUAGE – GRADES 6-8 

PROFICIENCIES/OBJECTIVES STANDARDS SUGGESTED 
ACTIVITIES 

EVALUATION/ 
ASSESSMENT 

TEACHER 
NOTES 

 
CLIMATE CHANGE/TEMPERATURE 

The student will be able to:  Students will:   
28. offer information on 

temperature from charts or to a 
partner. 

 
29. state differences in temperature 

over time based on information 
from charts or graphs to a 
partner. 

 
 
30. summarize and present 

information on temperature 
changes from charts or graphs 
to a partner. 

 
31. explain patterns of changes in 

temperature over time based on 
evidence from charts or graphs. 

 
 
 

WIDA 1, 4 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
RST.6-8.3 
RST.6-8.4 

• identify different 
categories of information 
on weather map. 

 
• state differences in 

temperature in NJ from 
weekly chart. 
 

• record weather from 
student’s country of 
origin and compare with 
a partner. 

 
 
• differentiate between 

Celsius and Fahrenheit. 

Teacher observation 
 
 
 
 
Answer questions from 
a weather chart  
 
 
Tables of temperature, 
rainfall, etc 
 
 
 
 
Class discussion 

Weather page 
from 
www.weather.com  
 
Bar graphs 
 
 
 
 
 
Culture Grams or 
digital 
encyclopedias 
from Media 
Center webpage 
 
 

http://www.weather.com/


ENGLISH AS A SECOND LANGUAGE – GRADES 6-8 
PROFICIENCIES/OBJECTIVES STANDARDS SUGGESTED ACTIVITIES EVALUATION/ 

ASSESSMENT 
TEACHER 

NOTES 
TEST TAKING STRATEGIES/COMPREHENSION STRATEGIES 

The student will be able to:  Students will:   
34. match oral commands with 

learning strategies represented 
visually and compare with a 
partner.  

 
35. follow oral directions associated 

with learning strategies 
represented visually. 

 
36. use learning strategies 

according to oral directions and 
compare with a partner . 

 
37. practice using learning 

strategies described orally in a 
variety of familiar situations; 
verify with a partner. 

 
38. apply learning strategies 

described orally to new 
situations. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

WIDA 2 
 
 
 
 
SL.6.6 
SL.7.6 
SL.8.6 

• practice bubbling in 
answer choices on sample 
test template (e.g., 
ACCESS, NJASK) 

 
• model procedure for 

answering open ended 
questions: introductory 
sentence based on a 
prompt: 
    Two paragraphs – one for 
each bullet. 
    Paragraph #1 contains details 
from the story.       
    Paragraph #2 relates the story 
to one’s own experience  

 
• practice use of reading 

strategies to understand 
text 

 
• list reading strategies on a 

chart  
(making connections, asking 
questions). 

 
• with teacher, brainstorm 

examples of each strategy. 

Practice forms 
 
 
 
 
Teacher observation of 
listening skills 
 
 
 
 
Open Ended Question 
Rubric 
 
 
 
Notes taken in margins, 
highlighting on copies of 
written pieces 
 
 
 
Reading Strategy Rubric 
 
 
Chart developed by 
whole class 
 

Sample 
ACCESS and 
NJASK tests 
 
Strategy 
template for 
answering 
Open Ended 
questions 
 
Open Ended 
questions 
related to short 
readings and 
novels from 
National 
Geographic 
Inside series 
 
Reading 
Strategy 
Template 
 
 



ENGLISH AS A SECOND LANGUAGE – GRADES 6-8 
PROFICIENCIES/OBJECTIVES STANDARDS SUGGESTED ACTIVITIES EVALUATION/ 

ASSESSMENT 
TEACHER 

NOTES 
TEST TAKING STRATEGIES/COMPREHENSION STRATEGIES 

The student will be able to:  Students will:   
38. (continued) RI.6.10 

RI.7.10 
RI.8.10 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
W.6-8.4 
W.6-8.10 

• apply to text (using “post 
it’s” on individual pages 
noting the strategy and an 
example). 

 
• keep a response journal 

using reading strategies to 
better understand the text. 

 
• keep a “buddy journal” 

using reading strategies 
while writing back and 
forth to a partner. 

 
• complete an outline to 

write a five paragraph 
essay. 

 
 

Teacher observation 
 
 
 
 
Journal entries of 
analytical metacognition 
notes 
 
 
 
Buddy Journal Rubric 
 
 
Inspiration outline or 
web; Five- paragraph 
essay rubric 

 



 

PROFICIENCIES/OBJECTIVES STANDARDS SUGGESTED ACTIVITIES EVALUATION/ 
ASSESSMENT 

TEACHER 
NOTES 

POETRY/FREE VERSE 
The student will be able to:  Students will:   
38. identify illustrated rhyming 

words in recited excerpts of 
poems and check with a partner. 
 

39. classify illustrations descriptive 
of recited excerpts as poetry or 
and check with a partner. 

 
40. match main ideas in recited 

short poems or free verse with 
illustrations. 

 
41. interpret main ideas or details in 

recited poems or free verse with 
illustration. 

 
42. make inferences from main 

ideas and details of recited 
poetry or free verse. 

 
 
 

WIDA 2 
 
 
RL.6.4 
RL.6.5 
RL.6.10 
 
 
RL.7.5 
RL.7.10 
 
 
 
RL.8.2 
RL.8.10 
 
 
 
WHST.6-8.4 

• define new vocabulary 
using anticipation 
guide. 

• paraphrase stanzas and 
infer meaning of 
poem. 

• highlight (2 colors) 
examples of rhyme, 
alliteration (“The 
Witch”). 

• recite poem alternating 
stanzas in pairs or 
groups. 

• compose a poem of two 
stanzas (eight lines) 
using rhyme and 
alliteration (e.g. “The 
Witch”). 

• create a poem based on a 
model: “If I Were in 
Charge of the World” 

• create a haiku about 
seasons. 

• write a limerick poem 
about Thanksgiving 
using teacher model. 

Poetry rubric 
 
 
Student exit passes 
 
 
 
Written work 
 
 
Oral recitations 
 
 
Original poem 
 
Selection 
comprehension checks 
and tests from Inside 
series 
 
 
Creative writing samples 
of different poetry forms 
in workfolder  
 
 
 
 

“The Witch” by 
Jack Prelutsky 
 
“If I Were in 
Charge of the 
World” by 
Judith Viorst 
 
Inside (White) 
pages 14 
 
Inside (Orange) 
pages 303, 305-
309 



ENGLISH AS A SECOND LANGUAGE – GRADES 6-8 
PROFICIENCIES/OBJECTIVES STANDARDS SUGGESTED ACTIVITIES EVALUATION/ 

ASSESSMENT 
TEACHER 

NOTES 
POETRY/FREE VERSE 

The student will be able to:  Students will:   
43. identify and classify food into 

categories (e.g., dairy, meat). 
 
44. classify foods from realia, 

magazines, newspapers as 
nutritional or non-nutritional. 

 
45. match idiomatic or slang 

expressions pertaining to life 
situations (e.g., “I’m going 
bananas!” “Two peas in a pod”). 

 
 

WIDA 2, 4 
 
 
RI.6.4 
RI.7.4 
RI.8.4 
 

• design a menu of healthy 
food selections for 
breakfast, lunch and 
dinner. 

 
• write a narrative using 

food idioms and illustrate 
with appropriate pictures. 

 
• match food pictures with 

corresponding portative. 
 

Food Menu rubric 
 
Small group discussions 
 
 
 
Drafts and final copy 
 
 
 
Food idioms poster 
rubric 
 
 
 

Oxford 
dictionary and 
software 
 
Picture 
flashcards 
 
Skill 
Sharpeners 
 
 

 
 



ENGLISH AS A SECOND LANGUAGE – GRADES 6-8 
PROFICIENCIES/OBJECTIVES STANDARDS SUGGESTED ACTIVITIES EVALUATION/ 

ASSESSMENT 
TEACHER 

NOTES 
SCIENTIFIC INVENTIONS OR DISCOVERIES 

The student will be able to:  Students will:   
46. use general vocabulary 

associated with scientific 
inventions or discoveries (light, 
electricity, x-ray). 

 
47. describe scientific inventions or 

discoveries based on 
illustrations (e.g., books, 
posters, internet). 

 
48. compare/contrast scientific 

inventions or discoveries 
described orally with visual 
support. 

 
49. recognize and examine impact 

of scientific inventions or 
discoveries on current life. 

 
 
 

WIDA 2, 3, 4, 5 
 
 
 
 
RI.7.7 
RI.8.2 
RI.8.3 
RI.8.4 
 
RST.6-8.7 

• write an informational 
essay on scientific 
invention based on novel 
(e.g., uses of the peanut 
plant from The Story of 
George W. Carver). 

 
• select an invention in 

history and write a 
persuasive essay (e.g., The 
Wright brothers airplane 
was the best invention in 
history). 

 
• create a poster or 

PowerPoint outlining basic 
history of inventor and 
invention. 

 
• oral presentation of poster. 
 
• prioritize the reasons why 

student believes the 
airplane was the best 
invention in history on the 
poster. 

 

Informational writing 
rubric 
 
 
 
 
 
Persuasive writing 
rubric (Appendix A) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Visual presentation 
 
 
 
Visual and oral 
presentation judged 
against rubric 
 
Persuasive elements in 
student work on poster 

The Story of 
George 
Washington 
Carver by Eva 
Moore 
 
Media Center: 
books on 
invention 
 
Inside (Green)  
Pages 12-25, 
66-79 
 
 
 
 



ENGLISH AS A SECOND LANGUAGE – GRADES 6-8 
PROFICIENCIES/OBJECTIVES STANDARDS SUGGESTED ACTIVITIES EVALUATION/ 

ASSESSMENT 
TEACHER 

NOTES 
MULTIMEDIA 

The student will be able to:  Students will:   
50. answer choice or yes/no 

questions regarding visually 
supported information from 
multimedia. 

 
51. restate or paraphrase visually 

supported information from 
multimedia . 

 
52. present visually supported 

information from multimedia.  
 
53. summarize or integrate visually 

supported information from 
multimedia. 

 
54. give reviews of information 

from multimedia that include 
interpretations, critiques or self-
reflections. 

 
 
 
 

WIDA 2, 3, 4, 5 
 
 
 
 
 
8.1.8.A.3 
 
8.1.8.A.5 
 
 
 
W.6.2 
W.6.4 
W.6.6 
W.7.4 
W.7.6 
W.8.4 
W.8.6 

• write a how-to composition (how to 
play basketball, how to make paper 
origami, how to do homework). 

 
• uitlize Flip® camera to take video of 

how-to project. 
 
• select images using Google to support 

their how- to project on iMovie®. 
 
• select corresponding music as 

background in iMovie® (e.g., 
iTunes®). 

 
• create slides in movie to show 

sequence of the how to project. 
 
• cite web sources used in iMovie.® 
 
• create iMovie® in Mac lab. 

 
• peer review iMovies in class 
 
 
 

Completion of 5 
paragraph “How to” 
essay 
 
Visuals for presentation 
either photos or Google 
images 
 
 
“How to” essay rubric 
 
Flip® camera video 
 
 
Completion of 
iMovie® with pictures 
and music 
 
Reference List of 
sources cited  
 
iMovie® grading rubric 

iMacs 
 
Internet 
 
Props from how-to 
projects (e.g., 
basketball, 
badminton) 
 
Flip® cameras 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



ENGLISH AS A SECOND LANGUAGE – GRADES 6-8 
PROFICIENCIES/OBJECTIVES STANDARDS SUGGESTED ACTIVITIES EVALUATION/ 

ASSESSMENT 
TEACHER 

NOTES 
SLAVERY 

The student will be able to:  Students will:   
55. describe contributions of 

significant individuals or 
historical times in society using 
illustrations or photographs. 

 
56. explain and evaluate 

contributions of significant 
individuals or historical times in 
politics or society. 

 
57. compare/contrast features of 

periods in U.S. history based on 
paragraphs and timelines. 

 
 
 

WIDA 2, 5 
 
 
 
 
RI.6.7 
RI.7.7 
RI.8.1 
RI.8.3 
RI.8.6 
RI.8.7 
 

• read actual accounts of slave 
experiences/testimonies compiled by 
the WPA. 

 
• answer comprehension questions. 
 
• write in response journal. 
 
• write a monologue from Harriet 

Tubman or Sojourner Truth. 
 
• make a timeline of events in the lives 

of Harriet Tubman and Sojourner 
Truth and compare it to events in 
history. 

 
• As a class, create Inspiration web of 

slavery and civil rights movement 

Teacher observation of 
silent and oral reading 
 
 
Teacher-led Q & A 
 
Journal entries 
 
Monologue rubric 
 
Selection tests from 
Inside series 
 
Completed Timeline 
 
 
Student participation in 
comparisons 

Harriet Tubman 
Sojourner Truth 
To Be a Slave   
 
Inside (Blue) Unit 
6, pages 354-373 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



ENGLISH AS A SECOND LANGUAGE – GRADES 6-8 
PROFICIENCIES/OBJECTIVES STANDARDS SUGGESTED ACTIVITIES EVALUATION/ 

ASSESSMENT 
TEACHER 

NOTES 
POPULATION, RESOURCES AND ENVIRONMENT AND WATER CONSERVATION 

The student will be able to:  Students will:   
59. create and present depictions of 

conservation or ecology from 
models in partners. 

 
60. brainstorm ideas about 

conservation or ecology that 
affect various environments and 
species based on illustrations in 
partners. 

 
61. suggest ways to resolve issues 

related to conservation or 
ecology using visuals or graphic 
organizers in partners. 

 
62. find solutions to conservation 

issues and protecting the 
environment presented in 
illustrated texts or websites. 

 
63. research better or new ways to 

conserve or protect the 
environment. 

 
 
 
 

WIDA 1, 2, 4 
 
 
 
 
 
RST.6-8.2 
 
 
 
W.6.2 
W.6.7 
W.6.8 
 
W.7.1 
W.7.7 
 
 
 
W.8.1 
W.8.7 
W.8.8 
 
 
 
 

• create a newspaper page or poster on 
the environment. 

 
     Topics: The Rainforest, Amphibians, 
     Coral Reefs, Water Conservation. 
 
• describe ecosystem, species, and 

answer questions: 
     Determine why it is endangered      
     (human impact). 
    What is being done to protect or  
    conserve the environment, species, or  
    resource? 
 
• prepare an oral presentation. 
 
• take notes using websites and 

magazine articles. 
 
• Write a travel guide (Inside Purple ) 

 
• take notes for persuasive discussions 

in class, based on student research 
 

 

Newspaper Rubric 
 
 
 
 
 
Small-group and whole-
class discussions 
 
Selection tests from 
Inside series 
 
Student exit passes 
 
Oral presentation rubric 
 
Note-taking sheets 
 
 
Completed guide 
 
 
Panel discussions with 
participation from all 
students 

Websites found on 
teacher Moodle® 
page 
 
Leveled reader: 
Rachel Carson 
 
Inside (Purple) 
Pages 196-215 
 
Inside (Orange) 
pages 72-97 
 
Inside (Green) 
pages 563-615 
 
Inside (Blue) 
Pages 86-119  
 
Inside (Orange)  
Pages  



ENGLISH AS A SECOND LANGUAGE – GRADES 6-8 
PROFICIENCIES/OBJECTIVES STANDARDS SUGGESTED ACTIVITIES EVALUATION/ 

ASSESSMENT 
TEACHER 

NOTES 
BODY AND HEALTH 

The student will be able to:  Students will:   
64. answer questions that name 

basic parts of body systems 
depicted visually. 

 
65. classify or give examples of 

parts of body systems depicted 
visually. 

 
66. describe functions of systems or 

their parts using visual support. 
 
67. discuss importance or 

usefulness of systems or their 
parts using visual support. 

 
68. imagine how change affects 

systems or their parts. 
 

WIDA 1, 2, 4 
 
 
RI.6.2 
RI.6.4 
RI.6.7 
 
 
RI.7.1 
RI.7.3 
RI.7.4 
 
 
RI.8.3 
RI.8.4 
 

• match pictures with corresponding 
body systems and their parts. 

 
• using chart paper, outline the body and 

label it together in groups. 
 
• create sample Jeopardy questions on 

description and importance of body 
systems as review. 

 
• respond to open ended questions (e.g., 

“How might breaking an arm change 
your daily life?”) 

 
• write a narrative using idiomatic 

phrases relating to the body (Break a 
leg, Pain in the neck, Apple of my 
eye). 

 

Completed assignments 
 
 
Labeled charts 
 
 
 
Jeopardy® game 
 
 
Narrative writing rubric 
 
Selection tests from 
Inside 
 
Drafts and written 
pieces 
 

Oxford Picture 
dictionary 
 
Oxford picture 
dictionary software 
 
Inside (Orange) 
Pages 176-181 
 
Inside (Green) 259-
307 

 
 
 
 



ENGLISH AS A SECOND LANGUAGE – GRADES 6-8 
PROFICIENCIES/OBJECTIVES STANDARDS SUGGESTED ACTIVITIES EVALUATION/ 

ASSESSMENT 
TEACHER 

NOTES 
NATURAL FORCES 

The student will be able to:  Students will:   
69. chart information on natural 

disasters based on graphic 
support or pictures. 

 
70. respond to yes/no, choice or 

WH-questions regarding natural 
disasters based on graphic 
support or pictures. 

 
71. identify characteristics or 

conditions for natural disasters. 
based on text and graphic 
support 

 
72. compare types of natural 

disasters using multiple written 
sources, including websites and 
graphic support. 

 
73. interpret impact of natural 

disasters on people and places.  
 
 

WIDA 2, 4 
 
 
 
RI.8.2 
RI.8.3 
RI.8.7 
 
 
 
 
 
RST.6-8.1 
RST.6-8.7 
RST.6-8.9 

• name natural disasters (e.g., 
hurricanes, tornadoes, floods, 
typhoons, earthquakes) based on 
graphic support. 

 
• cite natural disasters in recent U.S. 

history and list details they remember. 
 
• share personal experiences (from other 

places of residence or native country)  
of natural disasters with a partner and 
outline ideas for a narrative writing. 

 
• complete Venn Diagram illustrating 

similarities and differences between 2 
natural disasters. 

 
• Create a newsletter of a natural 

disaster (earthquake, flood, hurricane), 
including emergency plan, interviews, 
and the science behind the natural 
forces.  

 
• Extend mini-reading project on 

tornado 
 
• Complete earthquake research project 

Teacher observation 
Table in Word or Excel  
 
 
 
Class 
discussion/participation 
 
Pair/share 
Outline or web 
 
 
 
Visual depiction of 
compare/contrast 
 
 
Newspaper rubric 
 
Newsletter template 
 
 
Student journal entries 
from Inside series 
 
Project including all 
required components 

Digital library 
from 
www.insideng.
com 
 
Oxford 
Dictionary 
 
Inside (Blue) 
Pages 124-195 
 
Leveled 
library 
Tornado by 
Besty Byars 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Teacher- 
created 
earthquake  
and tornado 
projects (see 
appendix A) 



 
 

 
ENGLISH AS A SECOND LANGUAGE – GRADES 6-8 

PROFICIENCIES/OBJECTIVES STANDARDS SUGGESTED ACTIVITIES EVALUATION/ 
ASSESSMENT 

TEACHER 
NOTES 

METRIC AND STANDARD UNITS OF MEASUREMENT 
The student will be able to:  Students will:   
74. name tools and units of standard 

or metric measurement from 
labeled examples (e.g., ruler- 
inches or cm). 

 
75. estimate standard or metric 

measurement from pictures. 
 
76. describe real-life situations 

where measurement is needed 
from illustrated scenes. 

 
77. discuss how measurement is 

used in real-life situations from 
illustrated scenes. 

WIDA 1, 3 
 
RST.6-8.3 
RST.6-8.4 
RST.6-8.7 

• use rulers and measuring tape to calculate 
their height in inches and centimeters. 

 
• determine the shortest to tallest person in 

the class and in their families. 
 

• estimate the weight of classroom/school 
objects (e.g., computer, backpack, 
basketball) and convert into kg; use scale 
to verify estimated weight 
 

 
• calculate the distance between local 

landmarks in miles/km (e.g., from 
Cinema 12 to library to Wendy’s). 

 
 

Partner checks the 
measurements 
 
Line of students in class 
Chart of heights of 
family members 
 
 
Estimates and 
conversion chart 
 
  
 
Table of distances 
(Word or Excel) 
 

School objects 
 
Maps of local 
establishments 
 
Students 
 

 
 
 
 



ENGLISH AS A SECOND LANGUAGE – GRADES 6-8 
PROFICIENCIES/OBJECTIVES STANDARDS SUGGESTED ACTIVITIES EVALUATION/ 

ASSESSMENT 
TEACHER 

NOTES 
CIVIL RIGHTS/U.S. GOVERNMENT 

The student will be able to:  Students will:   
78. identify rights or responsibilities 

of people in the U.S using 
illustrations and labels or 
phrases. 

 
79. select examples of rights or 

responsibilities of people in the 
U.S. using illustrations and 
written descriptions.  

 
80. infer rights or responsibilities of 

people in U.S. from grade level 
text. 

 
81. discuss civil or individual rights 

in U.S. and their personal 
impact using visual support. 

 
82. critique civil or individual rights 

in U.S. giving pros and cons. 
 
 
 

WIDA 1, 2, 5 
 
 
 
 
RI.8.3 
RI.8.4 
RI.8.10 
 
 
 
 
 
 
RH.6-8.2 
RH.6-8.3 
RH.6-8.10 

• read biographies of important figures 
in the Civil Rights Movement (e.g., 
Martin Luther King Jr., Rosa Parks, 
Thurgood Marshall). 

 
• trace the progression of civil rights 

from slavery to present time using a 
PowerPoint® (e.g. Brown vs. the 
BOE, Civil Rights Act) with students 
contributing sets of slides. 

 
• relate the experience of the African 

Americans in the U.S. to self (e.g., 
pretend they were experiencing 
discrimination based on their own 
culture in school environment “No 
Asians/Hispanics allowed to eat in the 
cafeteria”) 

 
• research relevant topics from recent 

current events 
 
 
 
 
 

Answer comprehension 
questions on biographies 
 
 
 
Presentations using 
various software, with 
visuals and captions 
  
 
Answer open-ended and 
multiple choice 
questions  
 
 
Rubric for personal 
narrative 
 
 
Discussions and debates 
Debate rubric 
 
 
 

Biographies from 
Inside leveled 
library or media 
center 
 
Video of Rosa 
Parks and Martin 
Luther King Jr. and 
events in Civil 
Rights Movement 
 
Toolkit Texts -The 
Changing Face of 
the American Voter 
A Long Hard 
March 
 
Inside (Orange) 
pages 124-134 
 
Inside (Blue) 
pages 403-405 
 
Inside (Red) 
pages 165-215, 
496-518 
www.icivics.co
m 

 

http://www.icivics.com/
http://www.icivics.com/


ENGLISH AS A SECOND LANGUAGE – GRADES 6-8 

PROFICIENCIES/OBJECTIVES STANDARDS SUGGESTED ACTIVITIES EVALUATION/ 
ASSESSMENT 

TEACHER 
NOTES 

LITERARY DEVICES 
The student will be able to:  Students will:   
83. identify words and phrases 

related to different time frames 
following oral directions with 
visual support. 

 
84. match oral phrases or sentences 

supported visually with 
different time frames. 

 
85. identify use of literary devices 

related to different time frames 
in visually supported oral 
passages (e.g.,  flashback). 

 
86. interpret use of literary devices 

related to different time frames 
from grade level text. 

 
91. Recognize elements related to 
suspense, mood, and tone in poems 
and short stories. 

WIDA 1, 2, 5 
 
 
RL.6.4 
RL.6.5 
RL.6.7 
 
 
RL.7.4 
RL.7.7 
 
 
RL.8.4 
RL.8.7 

• prepare for play by reading picture 
book The Story of the Statue of 
Liberty. 

 
• role-play parts in “Grandpa and the 

Statue” (adapted play by Arthur 
Miller). 

 
• choose quotes and identify those that 

occurred at an earlier time 
(flashbacks). 

 
• view introduction and conclusion of 

the video “The Sandlot” for an 
example of a flashback. 

 
• read aloud The Wreck of the Zepher 

and identify flashback. 
 
• distribute sample essays and identify 

how a flashback was introduced. 
 
• use flashback outline to create a 

personal memoir. 
 

Rubric 
 
Teacher Observation 
 
 
 
 
 
Reading response 
journal/student journal 
 
 
Viewing notes 
 
Selection quick checks 
and unit test from Inside 
 
Student exit passes 
 
Teacher observation 
 
Drafts and final versions 
of written memoir 
 
 

Voices in 
Literature by Mary 
Lou McCloskey 
and Lydia Stack. 
Boston:Heinle and 
Heinle 1996 
 
The Story of the 
Statue of Liberty 
(adapted) 
By Arthur Miller 
 
The Sandlot 
 
The Wreck of the 
Zephyr 
 
Inside (Blue) 
Book C  Unit 4 
205-221 
 
Frankenstein 
leveled reader 
 
Scholastic Action 
magazine, 
October 25, 
2010.  



• After teacher modeling, class 
highlights words that indicate 
suspense, fear , anxiety in preparation 
for completing emotional response 
chart 

 
• Using details from the text, reflect on 

your reaction to the character of 
Frankenstein. 

 
• create a “scary” classic story as a 

class. Each student provides one 
sentence and the draft rotates to others  
until story is complete. 

 
  

• Cross-curricular Class project 
(science) – After reading selection #1  
Frankenstein! Students can choose a 
chapter and turn it into pages for a 
graphic novel complete with 
illustration, speech balloons OR 
choose a chapter and act it out with 
group members. 

 
 

 
Completed emotional 
response chart 
 
 
 
Personal response 
journal entry 
 
 
Group-developed story 
 
 
 
 
 
(Individual) graphic 
work or (group) 
dramatic scene 

Readers Theater 
Play  
“Frankenstein” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
• Extension 

activity: on 
a quiz, have 
students 
write an 
alternate 
ending. 

 
 

 



ENGLISH AS A SECOND LANGUAGE – GRADES 6-8 
PROFICIENCIES/OBJECTIVES STANDARDS SUGGESTED ACTIVITIES EVALUATION/ 

ASSESSMENT 
TEACHER 

NOTES 
AMERICA’S STORY/SYMBOLS OF AMERICA 

The student will be able to:  Students will:   
87. connect events with people in 

U.S. history using timelines, 
graphics or illustrations to 
develop background knowledge. 

 
88. describe features or 

characteristics of major events 
or people in U.S. history 
depicted timelines, graphics or 
illustrations. 

 
89. summarize significance of 

major events or people in U.S. 
history depicted in timelines, 
graphics or illustrations. 

 
90. paraphrase reasons for major 

events or people’s actions in 
U.S. history depicted timelines, 
graphics or illustrations. 

 
 
 

WIDA 2, 5 
 
 
 
 
 
RH.6-8.2 
RH.6-8.3 
RH.6-8.7 
 
 
 
 
 
 
WHST.6-8.2 

• match symbols of America: (e.g., U.S. 
Flag, Statue of Liberty, Mount 
Rushmore, The Great Seal, The White 
House) using illustrations. 

 
• create a tri-fold pamphlet with an 

American symbol and explain its 
history, origin and present to class. 

 
 

 
• prepare notes for oral and written 

summaries 
 
 
 
• take notes, orally explain, and then 

write in their own words about historic 
events  

  
 

 
 
 
 

Graphic organizer with 
student notes 
 
 
 
 
Pamphlet rubric 
 
 
 
 
Summaries 
 
 
 
 
Cause and effect graphic 
organizers for historic 
events  

Inside (Orange) 
Unit 2 pages 41-43 



ENGLISH AS A SECOND LANGUAGE – GRADES 6-8 
PROFICIENCIES/OBJECTIVES STANDARDS SUGGESTED ACTIVITIES EVALUATION/ 

ASSESSMENT 
TEACHER 

NOTES 
NATIVE AMERICANS 

The student will be able to:  Students will:   
91. understand native inhabitants 

and immigration as a foundation 
for growth of USA. 

 
92. describe features of U.S. or 

other governments as well as 
the characteristics of the culture 
using visuals or graphics.  

 
93. compare/contrast features or 

functions of U.S. or other 
governments using graphic 
organizers. 

 
94. summarize significance of 

major events or people in U.S. 
history depicted in timelines, 
graphics or illustrations.  

WIDA 2, 5 
 
 
8.1.8.A.3 
 
 
 
WHST.6-8.2 
 
 
 
 
 
RH.6-8.3 
RH.6-8.4 
 
 
WHST.6-8.2b 

• create webs identifying what they 
would like to learn about people who 
settled in the northeastern United 
States using Inspiration.® 

 
• identify specific geographic locations 

on where the Iroquois settled 
 
• make wampum, moccasin or scale 

model of longhouses on graph paper 
 
• identify personal and universal themes 

in Iroquois folktales and connect them 
to their lives and the today’s world. 

 
• make a Venn diagram 

comparing/contrasting Iroquois 
government to US government.  

 
• write a response paper: “How is 

government of the Iroquois similar to 
US government? What aspects of 
Iroquois government do you feel 
should be a part of the US 
government?” 

Reading strategy rubric 
 
 
 
 
Map answer key 
 
 
Native American 
crafts or replicas 
 
Class discussion  
Paragraph rubric 
 
 
Venn diagrams 
 
Selection tests from 
Inside series 
 
Drafts and final edited 
copy 

 
www.nativeamerica
nsunit.wikispaces.co
m 
 
If You Lived With 
the Iroquois by 
Ellen Levine 
 
The Boy Who Lived 
With the Bears,by 
Joseph Bruchac  
 
“Rabbit and Fox” 
and “Chipmunk and 
Bear” 
 
Inside (Green) 
pages 393-405 
 
 

http://www.nativeamericansunit.wikispaces.com/
http://www.nativeamericansunit.wikispaces.com/
http://www.nativeamericansunit.wikispaces.com/


ENGLISH AS A SECOND LANGUAGE – GRADES 6-8 
PROFICIENCIES/OBJECTIVES STANDARDS SUGGESTED ACTIVITIES EVALUATION/ 

ASSESSMENT 
TEACHER 

NOTES 
MYTHOLOGY 

The student will be able to:  Students will:   
95. identify words or phrases 

associated with mythology 
using visual support and 
word/phrase walls or banks. 

 
96. Answer essential question: How 

can a powerful character inspire 
a range of reactions?  

 
97. sequence plots of myths and 

describe characters using visual 
supports and share with a peer. 

 
98. summarize plots of myths using 

visual support and share with a 
peer. 

 
99. identify cause and effect of 

events on characters and lessons 
taught via myths. 

 
 

WIDA 1-2 
 
 
RL.6.3 
RL.6.9 
RL.6-10 
 
 
RL.7.3 
 
 
RL.8.3 
RL.8.6 
RL.8.9 

• Make a mind map of stories, their 
elements or parts and where to 
find them 
 

• Read Theme book The Eagle and 
the Moon Gold and analyze the 
characters Yaoh, the eagle and 
Gwa. Think about a tale from 
other cultures and compare it.  

 
• View video clips prior to each 

selection reading and take notes 
to identify new facts/information 

 
• Determine and identify genre in 

each of 3 selection readings and 
discuss genre elements:#1 A Chill 
in the Air (Realistic fiction)#2 
Stories from Greece (story of 
King Midas) 

 
• Learn key vocabulary prior to 

each selection reading and make 
word maps of definitions, 
examples, and characteristics. 
Reinforce by playing charades, 
Whatta’ ya Know (pose yes/no 

Answer key to 
Comprehension 
questions 
 
Characterization graphic 
organizers 
 
Comparison discussions 
 
 
 
Student exit pass 
 
 
Student participation 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Student projects and 
presentation 
 
Selection quick checks 
and unit test 
 
 

Inside (Orange) 
Pages 140-173 
 
Inside (Orange) 
practice book  
pp. 69-84 
 
Use Academic 
language frames 
  
Teacher created 
handout “The 
Eagle and the 
Moon Gold” 
  
Teacher-created 
“Greek 
God/Goddess 
Project” 
(Appendix A) 
 
 
 
Teacher –created 
quiz based on 
Brainpop video 
(Appendix A) 
 



questions), Stump the Expert.  
 

• Students will read both selection 
readings and answer “Before you 
Move On” questions.  

 
• Group activity: View Brainpop 

video on Greek Gods/Goddesses 
and complete family tree of 
Greek Gods as well as identify 
the domain of each.  
 

• Cross-curricular Class project 
(Social Studies) – Students will 
select and read a Greek myth, fill 
out chart of story elements, 
character map and plan a new 
story ending 
 

 
 

 
 
Response entries 
 
 
 
Completed family tree  
 
 
 
 
 
Completed packet on 
selected Greek myth 
 
 

 
 
 
 
www.brainpop.c
om Social 
Studies>World 
History>Greek 
Gods 

 
 

  
 
 

http://www.brainpop.com/
http://www.brainpop.com/


ENGLISH AS A SECOND LANGUAGE – GRADES 6-8 
PROFICIENCIES/OBJECTIVES STANDARDS SUGGESTED ACTIVITIES EVALUATION/ 

ASSESSMENT 
TEACHER 

NOTES 
MAPS 

The student will be able to:  Students will:   
100. identify locations of land and 

water masses on maps based on 
oral statements and check with a 
partner. 

 
101. sort locations on maps by land or 

water masses based on oral 
statements and check with a 
partner. 

 
102. identify specific geographic 

locations on maps based on oral 
information and check with a 
partner. 

 
103. compare/contrast locations on 

maps (e.g., cities in Northern 
Hemisphere) from oral and 
written descriptions. 

 
104. evaluate locations on maps for 

different purposes from oral and 
written descriptions. 

 
 

WIDA 1, 2, 4, 5 
 
 
 
RH.6-8.2 
RH.6-8.4 
RH.6-8.7 
RH.6-8.10 
 
 
8.1.8.A.3 
8.1.8.A.5 

• complete “Pack Your Bags” 
(Students’ families are moving to the 
U.S., from their native country. 
Students research where they’d like 
to live in the U.S. and provide 
reasons). 

 
• Listen to directions and find water 

and land destinations on maps from 
atlases or digital resources. 

 
• use maps from Google or 

Worldbook Online to find locations 
 
 

• complete webquest: Research 
information with a partner about 
natural resources, climate, points of 
interest, location and statistics. 

 
• create a PowerPoint® presentation. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Webquest responses 
 
 
 
 
 
Teacher observation 
 
 
 
Labeled maps 
 
 
 
Webquest rubric 
 
 
 
PowerPoint® 
presentation rubric 
 
 
 
 
 

“Pack Your Bags” 
webquest (found on 
CMS homepage) 

 



ENGLISH AS A SECOND LANGUAGE – GRADES 6-8 
PROFICIENCIES/OBJECTIVES STANDARDS SUGGESTED ACTIVITIES EVALUATION/ 

ASSESSMENT 
TEACHER 

NOTES 
SOLAR SYSTEM 

The student will be able to:  Students will:   
105. copy names of astronomical 

objects associated with solar 
system from labeled diagrams. 

 
106. describe features of 

astronomical objects from 
labeled diagrams. 

 
107. compare/contrast astronomical 

objects from diagrams or 
graphs. 

 
108. evaluate potential usefulness of 

astronomical object. 
 
 
 

WIDA 2, 3, 4 
 
 
 
RST.6-8.2 
 
RST.6-8.7 
 
RST.6-8.9 

• name and label the planets in the 
solar system. 

 
• read and answer comprehension 

questions to “Life on Mars.” 
 
• read about the first landing on the 

moon. 
 
• use graphs or diagrams to figure out 

size, distance of planets from the 
sun. 

 
• write a Fantasy composition about 

“life on the moon.” 

Completed solar system 
diagram/graph 
 
 
Selection tests from 
Inside series 
 
Student notes 
 
Charted information as 
basis for discussion 
 
 
Fantasy writing rubric 
Drafts and final copy 

Inside (Orange) 
Pages 280-283, 293-
304 
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APPENDIX  A 
 

SAMPLE AUTHENTIC ASSESSMENT 
 



 

Menu Project – ESL          
 

As the new employee of a multimedia company, the owner has selected you to design a 
menu for a new restaurant in your native country. Create a menu from a restaurant of 
your creation.         
Your must include the following: 
 
1. The name of the restaurant and the address. 
2. The days it is open and the hours (time) it is open. 
3. The names and prices of at least 4 LUNCH OR DINNER items. (e.g. sandwiches, pizza, 
chicken with rice, burgers, salad) 
4. The names and prices of at least 3 DESSERTS (e.g. ice cream) 
5. The names and prices of at least 4 BEVERAGES  (e.g. soda)   
6. Use at least 4 adjectives to describe the food. (e.g. tasty) 
7. One “Special of the Day” from your country.  
          a. give the name in your language and in English 
          b. describe it  (what is it made of?) 
          c. what do you have for dessert with it? 
          d. what kind of beverage do you serve with it? 
          e. include a picture of the dish (food) 
 8. Illustrate the menu.  
9. Neatness – If your menu looks nice, people will want to come to your restaurant. 



Menu Project Checklist Assessment     
 
______1. The name of the restaurant and the address.                             
 
______2. The days it is open and the hours (time) it is open. 
 
______3. The names and prices of at least 4 LUNCH OR DINNER items. (e.g. sandwiches, 
pizza, chicken with rice)  
 
______4. The names and prices of at least 3 DESSERTS  
 
______5. The names and prices of at least 4 BEVERAGES   
 
______6. Use at least 4 adjectives to describe the food.  
 
______7. One “Special of the Day” from your country.  
          a. give the name in your language and in English 
          b. describe it  (what is it made of?) 
          c. what do you have for dessert with it? 
          d. what kind of beverage do you serve with it? 
          e. include a picture of the dish (food) 
 
______8. Illustrate the menu.  
 
______9. Neatness – If your menu looks nice, people will want to come to your restaurant. 
 
_____10. Time on Task 
 

_________Total   Comments:       _____________________________ 



 
 

 

 

Pack Your Bags! 
We're Moving to the USA!  

  ROLES  

 

Geographer 

 

Weather 
Expert  

 

Statistician  

 

Tourist 
Guide  

   PROCESS 

   

 

Introduction 
 
Your parents have been transferred to the United 
States of America. They have a choice of four (4) 
locations in which to move. Which state should they 
choose? Help your parents decide where to go.  

For this project you will research, using print and 
non-print resources, states in the USA and decide 
which will be the most desirable to live for your 
family.  

Your parent's job position is located in the 
CAPITAL city of the state. You will assume a ROLE in 
order to collect information.  

 
 

 

http://www.pthsd.k12.nj.us/SCH/BMS/Curriculum%20Projects/ESL/geo.htm
http://www.pthsd.k12.nj.us/SCH/BMS/Curriculum%20Projects/ESL/weather.htm
http://www.pthsd.k12.nj.us/SCH/BMS/Curriculum%20Projects/ESL/weather.htm
http://www.pthsd.k12.nj.us/SCH/BMS/Curriculum%20Projects/ESL/statistician.htm
http://www.pthsd.k12.nj.us/SCH/BMS/Curriculum%20Projects/ESL/interest.htm
http://www.pthsd.k12.nj.us/SCH/BMS/Curriculum%20Projects/ESL/interest.htm
http://www.pthsd.k12.nj.us/SCH/BMS/Curriculum%20Projects/ESL/process.htm
http://www.pthsd.k12.nj.us/SCH/CMS/%20Home%20Frame%2098.htm
http://www.pthsd.k12.nj.us/SCH/CMS/ Home Frame 98.htm�


 

Assessment 
Pack your Bags 

 Mastered 
 

Developing Needs more 
improvement 

Geography 
completed all 
req. 

   

Weather- 
completed all 
requirements 

   

Statistics- 
completed all 
req. 

   

Points of 
interest – 
completed all 
req. 

   

Content 
 

   

Paraphrased  
 

   

Grammar 
 

   

Mechanics 
 

   

Effort- time on 
task 
 

   

Presentation  
 

   

 
Grade:  ______________________ 
Comments: ___________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________ 

 



Country Project – ESL 
 
It’s International Day!  You will host a quiosk from your native country.  Your assignment is to 
make a booklet about your native country. Combine #’s 2-6 on the same page. YOU MUST USE 
THE NOTE TAKING SHEET AND HAND IT IN with this cover page and the booklet. 
 
1.  TWO Maps  l. show the CONTINENT , and label your country 
                        2.  a) show your country,  
           b) label the capital city 
           c) label your city 
                         3.  Topography of the country ( Is it mountainous? Near an ocean? Rivers?  
                                LABEL ONE IMPORTANT LANDFORM ON THE MAP 
 
2.  Language: 1.the name of your language   (Spanish) 
                       2. write an example of it.         Buenos dias! 
 
3.  Type of Government:  (democracy) and the NAME of the leader 
 
4.  Population:  (the number of people) 
 
5.  Currency: (the money used)  1. Give the name of the money   2. show an example if you have 
one 
 
6.  Religion:  (Christianity) 
 
7.  Important Holiday:  Name one and describe it (At least five sentences) 
 
8.  Points of Interest:  Important places to see   (show at least TWO and WRITE 
      a short description of each) Include pictures. 
 
9.  Cultural Information:   food, clothing, art, music of the region. CHOOSE  ONE and WRITE 
at least THREE sentences about it. 
 
10. .Flag :  1. Display the flag 

                  2. Tell the story about the flag. (Use the book FLAG LORE)   OPTIONAL 
 
11.. YOU MUST HAND IN YOUR NOTE – TAKING SHEETS FROM THE LIBRARY TO SHOW 
THE BOOKS AND SITES YOU USED. 
 
12. You MUST hand in this sheet. Check off each number when it is completed. Include photos or any 
artifacts  that might be of interest to the class  
 

EXTRA CREDIT  :  YOU MAY INCLUDE SOMETHING THAT IS VERY MEANINGFUL



SCORING GUIDE 
A. ESL 
B. Country Project – Written Assessment 
 

   10 pts        8.5pts.           7.5pts.                 6.5pts              0pts. 
    Excellent     Good  Fair  Poor       Zero 
Met 
Requirements 
#1-6 

     

Met 
requirements 
#7-11 

     

Content 
 

     

Written in 
your own 
words 

     

Bibliography 
 

     

Punctuation/ 
Capitalization 
Spelling 

     

Grammar 
 

     

Illustrations 
 

     

Time on Task 
in the library 

     

 
Effort 

     

      ---------            --------               ---------           -----------           ----------- 
Grade:___________________________________________________Comments: 
______________________________________________________________________________
___________________________ 
 



 
ESL Scoring Guide For Oral Presentations 

Name: _______________________ Topic: __________________________________ 
 

Content Points 
Introduction –The speaker lets the audience know what 
he/she was going to talk about. 

None                                                5                        
Clear                                                8 
Clear and interesting                       10 

Body  - The speaker communicated one idea to another 
smoothly, providing examples and visuals, information  
was well organized.  

Disorganized                                     5                        
Ideas connected , some visuals         8                
Organized, interesting visuals          10 

Conclusion – The speaker ended presentation logically 
and smoothly 

None                                                5                        
Clear                                                8 
Good, want to hear more                 10 

Presentation Points 
Volume: Speaker’s voice was loud and clear Too loud/soft                                   5     

Loud enough                                   8 
Easily heard                                    10 

Pronunciation and Pace –Speaker’s words easy to 
understand. Not too fast or slow 
 

Mumbling                                       5     
Understandable                              8 
Clear, easily understood                 10 

Posture: Speaker stands straight without swaying and 
fidgeting. 

Often slouches; sways                         5      
Sometimes slouches                           8 
Stands straight                                    10 

Eye Contact: Speaker looks at the audience instead of at 
notes 

Little or none                                      5      
Some eye contact                               8 
Frequent eye contact                           10 

Expression/Gestures: Speaker uses voice and body 
movements to communicate meaning. 

Little or none                                      5     
Some expressions/gestures                 8 
Consistent expressions/gestures         10 

Understanding of Material: Speaker shows an 
understanding of material. 

Uncertain/confused                             5    
Showed understanding                        8 
Strong understanding                          10 

Effect on Audience: Speaker makes it easy to understand 
and engages audience. 

No enthusiasm; dull                              5     
Showed enthusiasm                             8 
Energetic, enthusiastic                         10 

Total points: 
 

 
  _________/ 100 points  = ____________% 

Teacher Comments: 



ESL Self-Assessment For an Oral Presentation  
 
Name: _______________________ Topic:  _________________________________ 

 
Date: ____________________________                    
 
Directions:  Check the box that best describes your oral presentation. Add 
comments in the box provided and answer the reflection questions. 
 

Activity Always Sometimes Rarely Comments 
I researched, outlined 
and practiced my report. 

    

I spoke slowly and 
clearly. 

    

I glanced at my notes 
while talking. 

    

I used gestures to help 
express meaning. 

    

I used visuals to make 
my report more 
meaningful. 

    

I gave the main points.     
I gave details to support 
my main points 

    

I answered questions on 
my report 

    

Reflection:  
1) How did you feel before, during and after the presentation? 
__________________________________ 
2) How can you prepare differently for your next 
presentation?__________________________________ 
3) How would you describe yourself as a presenter? 
______________________________________________ 



ESL Project:  
The Best Invention Ever! 

(Persuasive writing and oral presentation) 
 
Have you ever wondered who made post-it sticky notes? Or how the invention of 
airplanes changed the way everyone travels today? There are many cool inventions 
all around us; we use them in our everyday life. In this project, you will select an 
invention and persuade our class that it is one of the best inventions in human 
history! You will write a report about this invention, make a poster and do an oral 
presentation. You project will answer questions like who thought of the invention, 
what problem this invention solves, and why you think it is one of the best 
inventions made in history. 

List of inventions 
 
 (* if you have an invention that you want to research, but is not on this list, it MUST be 
approved by me first) 
 
1. Invention: Tape   Inventor: Richard G. Drew (1899-1980) 
 
2. Invention: Airplane  Inventor: Wright brothers, Wilbur Wright (1867-1912) and 
Orville Wright (1871-1948). 
 
3. Invention: Aqualung    Inventor: It was invented in 1943 by Jacques-Yves 
Cousteau (1910 -1997) and the French industrial gas control systems engineer 
Emile Gagnan. 
 
4. Invention:  Basketball  Inventor: The game of basketball was invented by James 
Naismith (1861-1939). 
 
5. Invention: Light bulb     Inventor: Thomas Alva Edison (1847-1931) 
 
6. Invention: Jeans    Inventor: Levi Strauss (1829-1902) 

 
7. Invention: Microwave Oven  Inventor: Dr. Percy LeBaron Spencer 

 

http://www.enchantedlearning.com/inventors/indexc.shtml#Cousteau
http://www.enchantedlearning.com/inventors/indexc.shtml#Cousteau
http://www.enchantedlearning.com/inventors/indexn.shtml#Naismith
http://www.enchantedlearning.com/inventors/indexn.shtml#Naismith


Sample outline for persuasive writing 
 
*Remember that each paragraph should have at least 5-7 sentences. 

 
First paragraph: 
1. What is your invention? 
2. Who was your inventor? 
3. Why do you think this is the best invention in history? Give at least 3 reasons 
 
Second paragraph: 
1. The first reason  
2. Give details and make sure to explain. For example: “One reason why ink is an 
important invention is that they allow us to communicate. Due to this invention, we can 
write letters, send e-mails, and complete our work for school.  
 
Third paragraph: 
1. The second reason  
2. Give details and make sure to explain. You can include opinions 
 
Fourth paragraph: 
1. The third reason  
2. Give details and make sure to explain. You can include opinions 
 
Concluding paragraph: 
1. Summarize your invention and the reasons why you think it’s the best invention 
2. Write how you felt about this research process. 

 
 



ESL Scoring Guide For Persuasive Essay  
 

Name: _______________________ Topic: Best invention in history 
 
 

Categories Points 
Vocabulary – Uses complex 
vocabulary in target language 
 

1         2            3            4            5 
 
6         7           8             9            10            

Structure  - Writes with a variety of 
sentences structures 

1         2            3            4            5 
 
6         7           8             9            10 

Organization – Develops 5 logical 
paragraphs and ideas are organized 

1         2            3            4            5 
 
6         7           8             9            10 

Ideas – Expresses ideas clearly most 
of the times. Three reasons are 
clearly written and support given 

1         2            3            4            5 
 
6         7           8             9            10 

Mechanics  - Is able to meaningfully 
incorporate correct usage of 
punctuation and capitalization 

1         2            3            4            5 
 
6         7           8             9            10 

 
Total Points:  

 
___________/ 50 points 

 
Teacher Comments:  
_____________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________ 
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Name: ________________________  Points _________/100= _________%  
 

Greek God/Goddess project 
Directions: You will select and read a Greek myth of your choice. Then you will fill out a chart of story elements, 
character map and plan a new story ending.  
 
Greek myth of choice: ________________________________________ 
Part I. Story Elements (25pts) 

Characters  
(10pts) 

Setting  
(time and place-5 pts) 

Plot 
 (full sentences – 10pts) 

1.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 1.  
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Part II. Character Map (25pts) : let me know if you need additional paper 
Greek myth of choice: ________________________________________ 
Character 
(5pts) 

What the Character does 
(10pts) 

What the character is like 
(10pts) 
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Part III. New Story Ending (20pts) List what happened at the end of your myth in the first column. Then write 
will happen in your new story ending.  
Greek myth of choice: ________________________________________ 
 

Actual Story ending New Story Ending 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 
Part IV. Storyboard (10pts) and New Story Ending paragraph (20pts) Write a new story ending for your 
Greek myth. Use your story board.  
Greek myth of choice: ________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________ 
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___________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________ 
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Name: _____________________    Date: ____________  
Grade: _____/20= ____% 

 
Greek Gods Quiz 

 
Part I. Directions: Use your notes from brainpop.com to match the following Gods and Goddess to their domains. 
(10 points) 
 

1. Athena  _____   A. God of the heavens 
 

2. Artemis _____   B. God of the sea 

3. Aphrodite _____   C. God of war 
 

4. Zeus _____    D. Goddess of grain and harvest 

5. Poseidon _____   E. Goddess of love 

6. Hades _____   F. God of metal-working 

7. Apollo _____   G. Goddess of hunt 

8. Demeter _____   H. Goddess of justice/learning 

9. Hephaestus _____   I. God of medicine/music/sun 

10.  Ares _____    J. God of the underworld 



ENGLISH AS A SECOND LANGUAGE GRADES 6-8  61 

 
 Part II. Directions: Answer the following questions. Remember to write in complete sentences. (10 points)  

1. How many total number of Gods are there in the movie?  _____________ 
 

2. How many total number of Goddesses are there in the movie?  __________ 
 

3. Explain the relationship between Poseidon, Zeus and Hades 
 
_____________________________________________________________ 
 

4. Was Hera happy in her marriage? Why or why not? 
 
_____________________________________________________________ 

 
5. If someone was very sick, which god would they pray to?  

 
_____________________________________________________________ 
 

6. What was special about Athena’s birth?  
 
_____________________________________________________________ 

 
7. Who was Ares in love with? 

 
_____________________________________________________________ 
 

8. Poseidon is the ruler of the sea, explain in detail what he does. 
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_____________________________________________________________ 
 
 

9.  After death, where does Hermes take you?  
 
_____________________________________________________________ 
 

10.   Who is Zeus’s sister?  
 
_____________________________________________________________ 
 

Extra Credit: (2 points)  
 

1. Who is Athena’s mother? ______________________________________ 
 

2. What is a soap opera? ________________________________________ 
 

___________________________________________________________ 
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Tornado by Betsy Byars 
Extend the Reading mini-projects 

 
Name: _________________________ 
 
Write a newspaper Ad: You are Tornado’s original owner and want to find him. You will write a lost dog ad, 
including details about where he disappeared, what he looks like, how he acts, and why the family wants him 
back.  

4  Wow! • Included clear and thorough details about Tornado/Buddy.  

3 Ahh • Included generally clear and thorough details about Tornado. 

2 Hmm • Included some details about Tornado/Buddy. 

1 Huh? • Included unclear, few or no details about Tornado/Buddy. 

 
Tell the Next Story: Think about what you know about Tornado, then make up a story Pete might tell about 
Tornado and the rooster. 

4  Wow! • Included clear and thorough details about Tornado and the 

Rooster.  

3 Ahh • Included generally clear and thorough details about Tornado 

and the Rooster. 
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2 Hmm • Included some details about Tornado and the Rooster. 

1 Huh? • Included unclear, few or no details about Tornado and the 

Rooster. 

Tornado by Betsy Byars 
Extend the Reading mini-projects 

 
Name: _________________________ 
 
Tornado Alley: You will find out more about Tornado Alley. Locate the area on a map online, and use the story 
details to decide in which Midwestern state the story takes place. Write the details that helped you come to your 
decision.   

4  Wow! • Included clear and thorough details about Tornado Alley.  

3 Ahh • Included generally clear and thorough details about Tornado 

Alley. 

2 Hmm • Included some details about Tornado Alley. 

1 Huh? • Included unclear, few or no details about Tornado Alley. 
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Name: ________________________  Points _________/100= _________%  

Earthquake project 
Directions: You will use nonfiction books to research what happens before and after an earthquake.  Take notes on 
the following terms related to earthquakes. You may draw pictures.  
Part I.  Main terms (35pts) 
Terms (5 points each) Research notes 
Plate tectonics 
 
 
 
 

 

Fault Lines 
 
 
 
 

 

Seismograph/Seismologist 
 
 
 
 

 

Richter Scale/magnitude 
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P- waves 
 
 
 
 

 

S- waves 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Famous earthquakes 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Part II. Safety tips (25pts): Create a safety poster with words and images that give advice. Think about safety tips 
for both indoors and outdoors. Write a list of steps that people can follow to stay safe if an earthquake happens. Put 
the steps in order.  

Steps Explanation (5 points each) 
 
First 
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Second 
 
 
Third 
 

 

 
Fourth 
 

 

 
Fifth 
 

 

 
Part III. Favorite belongings In an earthquake, people do not want to leave behind important things. Write at 
least two belongings, five sentences each and you will draw a picture to go along with it. (10pts)  
Part IV. (30 points for overall presentation of poster/booklet) 
Belonging #1________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________ 
Belonging#2_________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________ 



ENGLISH AS A SECOND LANGUAGE GRADES 6-8  68 

___________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 

APPENDIX B 
 

THE WIDA ENGLISH LANGUAGE PROFICIENCY STANDARDS 
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The WIDA English Language Proficiency Standards and their Abbreviations 

 
Standard Abbreviation 

English 
Language 
Proficiency 
Standard 1 

English language learners communicate for Social and Instructional purposes within 
the school setting 

Social and Instructional 
language 

English 
Language 
Proficiency 
Standard 2 

English language learners communicate information, ideas and concepts necessary for 
academic success in the content area of Language Arts  

The language of 
Language Arts  

English 
Language 
Proficiency 
Standard 3 

English language learners communicate information, ideas and concepts necessary for 
academic success in the content area of Mathematics   

The language of 
Mathematics  

English 
Language 
Proficiency 
Standard 4 

English language learners communicate information, ideas and concepts necessary for 
academic success in the content area of Science   

The language of Science   

English 
Language 
Proficiency 
Standard 5 

English language learners communicate information, ideas and concepts necessary for 
academic success in the content area of Social Studies   

The language of Social 
Studies  
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A PPE N D I X C N EW  J ERS EY  STU D EN T LE A R NI NG ST A ND A RD S 

 
1 - Visual and Performing Arts 
2 - Comprehensive Health and Physical Education 
3 - English Language Arts 
4 - Mathematics 
5 - Science 
6 - Social Studies 
7 - World Languages 
8 - Technology 
9 - 21st Century Life and Careers 

 
 
 

http://www.state.nj.us/education/cccs/2014/arts/
http://www.state.nj.us/education/cccs/2014/chpe/
http://www.state.nj.us/education/cccs/2014/chpe/
http://www.state.nj.us/education/cccs/2016/ela/
http://www.state.nj.us/education/cccs/2016/math/
http://www.state.nj.us/education/cccs/2016/science/
http://www.state.nj.us/education/cccs/2014/ss/
http://www.state.nj.us/education/cccs/2014/wl/
http://www.state.nj.us/education/aps/cccs/tech/
http://www.state.nj.us/education/aps/cccs/career/
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